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dubious solution, especially in view of the tendency of Commu-
nists to dominate every organization in which they participate, It
was obviously a compromise with an uncertain future. Maring
returned to Moscow in September, 1922, and the Soviet Gov-
ernment dispatched Adolf Joffe to China. Jofle had two missions:
to conclude a formal treaty of recognition with official China in
Peking, and to prepare a far-reaching program of collaboration
with Peking's great enemy and rival in Canton, Dr. Sun Yat-sen.
JonVs discussions with Dr. Sun were prolonged and exhaustive.
They resulted in a joint statement in which China's goal was pro-
claimed as neither Communism nor Socialism, but "national in-
dependence." The Soviets pledged full assistance in this campaign.
The joint statement, in which the program of a Chinese national-
ist war is outlined alongside Soviet promises of moderation in re-
spect to the class struggle in China, said:

Dr. Sun Yat-sen holds that the Communistic order or even the Soviet
system cannot actually be introduced into China, because there do not
exist here the conditions for the successful establishment or [sic.] either
Communism or Sovietism. This view is entirely shared by Mr. JofTe,
who is further of opinion that China's paramount and most pressing
problem is to achieve national unification and attain full national in-
dependence, and regarding this great task, he has assured Dr. Sun Yat-
sen that China has the warmest sympathy of the Russian people and can
count on the support of Russia.

In order to clarify the situation, Dr. Sun Yat-sen has requested Mr.
Joffe for a reafErmation of the principles defined in the Russian Note to
the Chinese Government, dated September 27, 1920. Mr. Joffe has ac-
cordingly re-affirmed [sic.] these principles and categorically declared
to Dr. Sun Yat-sen that the Russian Government is ready and willing
to enter into negotiations with China on the basis of the renunciation by
Russia of all the treaties and exactions which the Tsardom imposed on
China, including the treaty or treaties and agreements relating to the
Chinese Eastern Railway . . ,12

As a consequence of this agreement between Sun Yat-sen and
Adolf Joffe, in 1923 important steps were taken by both sides.
Dr. Sun dispatched among others one of his youngest and ablest
aides to study in Moscow and to negotiate for Soviet assistance.
The student-envoy was Chiang Kai-shek, who left for Russia in

12. China Year Book, 1924-1925, p. 863.